Amazigh recognition in Algeria by Kristensen, Mia & Meškinytė, Vilma
Bachelor	  Thesis	  -­‐	  2015	  
	  
Made	  by	  Mia	  Kristensen	  &	  Vilma	  Meškinytė	  	   1	  
SIB Bachelor Programme: International Studies 
6th semester, Spring 2015 
Amazigh recognition in Algeria 
 
 
 
 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
Supervisor: Johan Fischer 
Group members: Mia Kristensen (49295) & Vilma Meškinytė (50405) 
Number of characters of the thesis: 128 019 
 
Bachelor	  Thesis	  -­‐	  2015	  
	  
Made	  by	  Mia	  Kristensen	  &	  Vilma	  Meškinytė	  	   2	  
Abstract / Resumé 
The indigenous people of North Africa, the Amazigh population, have been outnumbered by 
the Arabs since their invasion in the 7th century. Fighting and bombing heads have been regular ever 
since. However, during the period of decolonization the two populations fought side by side. After 
independence in the North African countries a heavy Arabisation followed, once again creating 
tension between the Arab and Amazigh population. Fighting to get recognition the Amazigh 
population has gained some since as e.g. in Morocco where the standardized Amazigh language, 
Tamazight, was recognized and is today sat out to be taught in schools. However, in Algeria this has 
not been the case. In this thesis, the focus is on the two ethnicities, Arabs and Amazigh, in Algeria. 
We are looking at how Amazigh is recognized as an ethnicity in Algeria. To define our view on 
ethnicities we are discussing Benedict Andersons theory of Imagined communities and a compiled 
understanding ethnicity. These are used in combination as a foundation of the view on ethnicity in 
this thesis (as an imagined community based on common customs and language). Then we use 
Charles Taylor theory of recognition and James Scott’s theory of Domination and resistance. These 
theories are used in symbiosis; used different parts of the analysis. One of the most important 
aspects to be recognized is based on recognition of language. Thus, language is the main element on 
which this thesis is focused.  
The Amazigh population makes up 25% of the Algerian population, yet they do not seem to be 
recognized in the same sense as the Arab population. The main focus of this thesis is looking at 
How is the Algerian state masking a relation of domination of the Arab over the Amazigh, and how 
can this be said to have created resistance within the Amazigh population? To investigate this we 
are using a levels of analysis approach. We were looking at the Algerian constitution and state 
action on language on the state level, and different elements of resistance on the local level. The 
result of our research was that the Algerian state seems to mask a relation of domination by 
recognizing the Amazigh population in some areas a language, but then not follow through with it. 
Moreover, the state acts as dominators in different areas as limited options for Tamazight (Amazigh 
language) in schools, making new laws of association and draining the Amazigh areas 
economically. This then creates resistance within the Amazigh population channeling their anger 
and frustration through protests, movements, and music. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
In a multi-ethnic state, ethnic groups are significant as they share a common origin, unified 
by aspects of common culture and language, participating in shared activities in which common 
culture and origin are significant. Taking all these features into consideration it should be noted that 
not only do different ethnic groups carry some similarities, but differences as well (Behera & Sahu, 
2007). Thus, it is not surprising that different ethnic groups within one country from time to time 
undergo conflictual situations. This was seen under the fragmentation of Former Yugoslavia in the 
1990s, it was seen in the case of Russia and Georgia and also in that of the Kurds in Iraq.  
 
North Africa is in somewhat same situation as the different states are comprised of both 
predominantly Arab and secondly Amazigh populations - commonly known as Berbers. The North 
African states have acted differently when it comes to making sure that conflicts as seen above do 
not break out.  In 2011, Morocco acknowledged the standardized language of the Amazigh 
population ‘Tamazight’ as a national and official language and in that way setting a new agenda for 
the country's schools, officials and the entire population. In 2011, after the fall of the Gadaffi 
regime in Libya the Imazighens were given 4* seats out of 60 seats in the constitutional assembly. 
What is interesting in the case of the Amazigh population in North Africa is that they have been 
treated so differently in the respective states, and here Algeria really stands out. Just in 2002 - after 
over 100 deaths caused by a clash between police and protesters in the Amazigh region of Kabylia - 
it recognized ‘Tamazight’ as a national language, but not as an official one. According to 
demographic data, which was compiled in the territories where Tamazight language is used, “NGOs 
estimate the Tamazight-speaking population at around 11 million people, or 1/3 of Algeria’s total 
population” (IWGIA, 2012). Thus, the questions about Arabs and Amazigh in Algeria arise. James 
Scott (whose theory will be discussed later on) argues for taking the diminution of the Amazigh 
people into consideration and questioning the Arabised “civilization”. (Scott, 2010) Moreover, Scott 
emphasizes that this social fact is installed primarily through the use of language and popular 
consciousness.   
 
These features at large will be considered in this thesis. It will investigate how the Algerian state 
masks the relation of Arab domination by a narrative of recognition of their Amazigh population in 
the constitution. We will also be looking at other factors such as the school system and the state’s 
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actions towards the Amazigh area to support this claim and how this has created resistance within 
the Amazigh population. This becomes important because it is not only the hidden domination, but 
the domination in action that is repressing the use of language and thereby tries to assimilate the 
Amazigh population into the Arab dominated society. Methodologically, a level of analysis 
approach will be used and the Algerian constitution will be subject to a narrative analysis. The 
levels of analysis are as argued by Cordell and Wolff appropriate for an ethnic conflict analysis. 
(Cordell & Wolff, 2009) To analyse this problem we are going to use the following four theories in 
this project:  Recognition by Charles Taylor (1994), Domination and Resistance by James Scott 
(1990), Imagined communities by Benedict Anderson (2006) and a compiled understanding of 
Ethnicity as a theory (Isajiw, 1993). 
 
1.1 Problem area 
 
The Maghreb area of North Africa, from Mauritania through to Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia 
and Libya, has been a recognized object of research through time. The very area that we today 
know as the Maghreb - defined in 1989 with the establishment of the ‘Arab Maghreb Union’ - is by 
the Imazighen referred to as the Tamazgha, the area inhabited by the Imazighen. (Maddy-
Weitzmann, 2011) The Maghreb area, as it is called today, was invaded by the Arabs in the seventh 
century. At this point the area was already inhabited by another ethnic group of people - the people 
that today identify themselves with the name Imazighen (the Berbers; as depicted in Roman history 
as the barbaroi - barbarians). Malika Hachid, a historian, contextualizes the conflict by arguing for 
the presence of the Amazigh population in North Africa as the indigenous people, having been 
mentioned back more than 10,000 years (IWGIA, 2012). Thus it is shown that they are one of the 
oldest ethnic groups in North Africa. Imazighen means the free men in plural and Amazigh in 
singular in Tamazight, the standardized Imazighen language. These people were scattered all 
around the very same area that we today know as the Maghreb, and further stretching to Egypt, 
down to Mali, Niger, and Tchad in a tribal structure. (Maddy-Weitzmann, 2011) 
 
Today the Imazighen population comprise around 40-45 % of the Moroccan population, 20-25 % of 
the Algerian population, 8-9 % in Libya and 1 % in Tunisia. The standardized version of the 
Imazighen language Tamazight, originates from the area of the Atlas mountains. Today there are 
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multiple dialects of the Tamazight language specifically tied to the different groups of Imazighen. 
When we refer to the speakers of Tamazight and the dialects we refer to those who speak it as their 
mother tongue, as opposed to Ouazani’s (2009) view that ‘the speakers of berber are berber’ 
(Ouazani, 2009). This is due to the constitutional change in Morocco in 2011, which has made 
Tamazight a nationals and official language and therefore it has been taught in school to non-native 
speakers as well.  (Maddy-Weitzmann, 2011)  
 
Tashelhit is spoken by 8 million people and standardized Tamazight and Tarrifit by 3 million in 
Morocco. In Algeria the Kabyles speak the dialect of Tagbaylit spoken by roughly 5 million people. 
Chaouia is spoken by approximately 2 million Chaouians. Tamzabit is spoken by around 200.000 of 
Mzabs. Znati is spoken by 150.000 people, the Mzabs of the South of Gourara in the South Saharan 
region of Algeria. Tachenouit is spoken by the Chenoua, a 100.000 people and lastly Tamesheq is 
spoken by the Tuaregs. All these are the most spoken dialects of Tamazight - a language which 
belongs to the Afro-Asian family.  (Maddy-Weitzmann, 2011)  This tribal structure divided the 
Imazighen into different groups. According to Earnest Gellner and James Scott, whom we will be 
discussing later on in this thesis, the tribal structure should not be seen as prior to the state or 
government, but as secondary. 
 
As it was mentioned in the introduction, we will be looking at Algeria. In the Algerian constitution, 
it is stated that Arab and Amazighténess is the very foundation of Algeria. However, Tamazight as a 
language is one of the elements of Amazigh culture which stands in great contrast to the 
predominant Arab one. The fight for getting it recognised began in the early years of Algerian state 
formation. After huge protests and violent clashes between the Algerian state Gendarmerie and the 
Kabyle-Amazigh people in the 1980s and again during the beginning of the 2000s - resulting in 
more than 100 deaths - the Algerian state decided to recognize Tamazight as a national language in 
2002 as the first state in the Maghreb area. However, underlining that Tamazight would never 
become an official language. But why pick up on language one might ask. Not only will it be 
discussed in our Theoretical Framework via Benedict Anderson’s theory of Imagined Communities 
and his argument of language as of vital importance, but views of different scholars who have been 
looking at this will be presented too. Scholars like Aissati and Hoffman argue that the fight for 
recognition is based on language. Therefore it is not surprising that the recognition of Tamazight as 
a national language in Algeria came after great violence. William Lawrence, a professor at George 
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Washington University, argues that it might be due to that fact that “In Algeria the Amazigh issue 
has been framed as treasonous at times, and separatist.” (P.A.R, 2014)  
 
Therefore, one might also question the initiative to nationalise Tamazight, and perhaps the double 
standards behind it. An example of this could be seen by looking at the example of the entv (the 
national state owned television station which is also available online). With regard to language 
options, one can see that French and Arabic - not Tamazight – are offered by the entv. This 
becomes increasingly odder when considering the fact that French is neither a national nor official 
language in Algeria. Though one must allow French the title of lingua Franca in Algeria today, it 
still seems out of place. Moreover, the school system offers Tamazight only as an optional course, 
and only in 10 out of 48 provinces (APS, 2014)  But why is this so important? Charles Taylor 
(1994) argues that the importance of recognition lies within the fact that this today forms our 
identity. So when one is not recognised, one is actually said not to exist. (Taylor, 1994). But as 
stated previously the Algerian state seems to recognise the Amazigh population - but why then this 
fuss? Here we turn to James Scott who argues along the lines of domination and resistance. He 
claims that domination can be performed in way where you give the population just something they 
really want, but still let them know that you are in charge as when stressing that Tamazight could be 
a national language, but that it would never become an official language of Algeria. What seems 
odd is that the Amazigh population seems to be recognised on paper, but not in action. As we are 
aware states often say a lot, they do not do, and do a lot, they do not say, and this becomes the 
reason why this thesis will look at how a narrative of recognition might disguise a relation of 
domination, and how this might have influenced or created resistance within the Amazigh 
population (Scott, 1990). 
1.2 Problem statement 
 
How is the Algerian state masking a relation of domination of the Arab over the Amazigh, and how 
can this be said to have created resistance within the Amazigh population? 
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1.3 Working questions 
 
1. What theories can help explain the ethnic conflict in Algeria? In this chapter we will explain 
and discuss the different theories which can help explain the ethnic conflict we see in 
Algeria. Furthermore this chapter will end up by explaining which theories will be used in 
which chapters and to analyse what. 
 
2. How has the Algerian state formed since its independence and how has the Amazigh 
population taken part in it? This will function as a guideline for our context chapter which 
should be seen as the first part of our analysis. Here overall themes from our theories will be 
used. Then we will proceed to the main analysis, which starts out by looking at: 
 
3. What elements of a narrative of recognition and/or domination of the Amazigh population 
can be found in the constitution? In this chapter Taylor’s theory of recognition will be used 
to help explain what elements of recognition of the Amazigh population the constitution has. 
This will be used further along to argue for a hidden narrative of domination, as this part of 
the analysis is compared with the next part, namely, what elements of domination can be 
found. Here Scott’s theory of domination and resistance is used to point to the elements 
within the constitution which seem to support a narrative of domination. However, this 
cannot make it alone. Therefore we proceed to: 
 
4. In what other areas of state action do we see acts of domination? Here different state 
actions towards the Amazigh population based on language differences are examined. These 
are also subject to the theory of domination by Scott.  
5. How can the analysis be used to argue for a relation of domination? Here we round off this 
second part of the analysis by stating how what we have found can be used to argue for 
relation of domination.  
 
6. What elements of resistance can this be said to have created within the Amazigh 
population? In this third part of the analysis we will be looking at what elements of 
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resistance can be seen to be mainly fuelled by the said domination. Here Scott’s theory of 
domination and resistance will be used. 
 
1.4 Methodology 
 
1.4.1 Case 
	  
This paragraph will explain our chosen case. Not only is this a presentation of our case, but 
also the argumentation of the kind of case we have chosen and what it implies. 
 
The case of our study can, according to Flybjerg, be classified as an extreme/deviant case. What 
Flybjerg is referring to when deeming something a deviant or extreme case is that the case is either 
an extreme good example or an especially problematic one. (Flybjerg, 2006) What Flybjerg is also 
referring to is how such a case can be used to make a point clear, i.e. making a statement. In this 
thesis we will be looking at the unusual case of the Algerian state’s attitude towards their Amazigh 
population as opposed to the rest of the Maghreb area. However, the case is typical in the sense of 
domination creating resistance. This does not result in conflict as the case can be both deviant and 
typical. The thesis will be focusing on an especially problematic case; a case where one part of a 
population is less recognised than the other. What makes this topic interesting is the fact that a large 
part of the Algerian state (20-25%) is comprised of an ethnic group which does not seem to be 
recognized equally with their Arab fellow men/women in reality. In the line of argumentation 
proposing case studies is also Gerring who argues that case studies are bounded to specific 
phenomena and not usable for generalisation. (Gerring, 2004) For a case study to function well the 
aim of it must be set clear and with a strong argumentation of why this seems important. In this 
thesis the clear aim is to see how the Algerian state have been recognising the Amazigh population 
for quite some time, while at the same time masking a relation domination. This is interesting 
enough in itself, but especially put into context with other countries in the area and the 
representation and recognition the Amazigh population have been given.  
 
Bachelor	  Thesis	  -­‐	  2015	  
	  
Made	  by	  Mia	  Kristensen	  &	  Vilma	  Meškinytė	  	   11	  
 
1.4.2 Empirical data 
	  
In this section we will describe our data and data collection, and give a brief introduction to 
what kind of analysis the different data will undergo.  
 
The data on which this thesis is based is second-hand qualitative data consisting of the Algerian 
constitution, different scholarly work, websites and articles. The direct documents we will look at is 
internet based (virtual documents). Therefore we will have to assess different criteria. The 
authenticity; as who is/are the author(s), Then the credibility; is it biased (how is it biased?). In our 
case the bias is indeed interesting because of the way the Arab identity seems framed in a much 
more positive way than the Amazigh one. Then representatively will be assessed, including an 
understanding of the nature of the Internet, often resulting in one group or person seeming a 
representative of the whole group, while that might not be the case. Then Brymann leads us toward 
the knowledge of webspeak; the prior knowledge leading us this direction and helping us 
understand. (Brymann, 2012) The purposes of these data are different thus we have chosen to divide 
this thesis and the data into different chapters. 
 
Firstly, the articles and scholarly work will be used to contextualise the problem statement. This 
will make up the context chapter which will explain the history of the state formation up until the 
time just after the inauguration of the first democratically elected president. The context chapter 
will assess the historical foundation for the issues we see today, and form the historically-informed 
basis of the thesis, emphasising important events such as the independence war, the Berber Spring, 
the democratic elections and the civil war. We will end that chapter with the knowledge of how the 
Algerian state broadly functions and the role the Amazigh population have had in the building of 
the nation, thereby contextualising our problem statement. Thus the use of second-hand data is 
going to be inevitable. 
 
Secondly, we move onto the first document under study, the Algerian constitution, which was 
adopted on September 8th, 1963, just after the independence war. Since 1963 the constitution has 
been amended several times. The constitution is subject to analysis as it is the very foundation of 
the state, an official document in which it is stated how the state should be organized and led. 
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Moreover, it is here that the rights of the population are stated and here the population can come to 
seek answers to how they might be treated. Thirdly, we will be looking at other areas in which 
language is the main element and in which state action is taken in the direction of domination. 
Firstly, we will look at the language policies of the school system and in the phenomenon of 
‘draining’ of Amazigh areas. We will also be looking at newly added articles of the constitution. 
Different scholars have been working on this, and so their findings will be used as secondary 
qualitative analysis, to help support the claim. (Brymann, 2012) The data has been collected via the 
internet, and therefore different legitimation issues can occur. However, getting hands on the 
Algerian constitution is inevitably resulting in internet based access. In our case, assuming the 
website is legitimate, the constitution is very representative of the government and state apparatus 
framework. 
 
Finally, on the local level, we will be examining how the hidden relation of domination can be said 
to have created resistance within the Amazigh population and where this is seen. This will be done 
by looking at how they have or have not organized themselves in order to get a voice.  
 
1.4.3 Analytical strategy 
	  
In this section the chosen analytical strategy will be presented along with the theoretical and 
methodological foundations and the argument for it.  
 
The research problem will be approached with an abductive approach leaning more towards that of 
a deductive strategy; theory then data. When we here argue for an abductive approach it is to 
demonstrate the lack of clear cut between theory and then the data.  
 
As the theories employed in this thesis deal with understandings, the imaginary, language and 
perception of one’s belonging, interpretivism and hermeneutics as stated by Weber, form an 
interesting basis for the analysis. The meaning of the text is deriving from the perspective of the 
writer. Here the social and historical context becomes important as that influences - according to 
Weber - the mind of the writer. (Brymann, 2012) Thus subjective meaning, understanding and 
explanation become the foundation for the conclusion that interpretivism is not solely subjective as 
it adheres to requirements for trustworthiness, transferability, credibility and dependability. The 
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critical aspect when concluding on one’s findings is really the key to a valid interpretive approach, 
so that the study is replicable. (Delanty, Strydom, 2010) 
 
But how to design such a replicable study? 
Firstly, we will base our analysis on levels. Levels of analysis is mostly known as an analytical 
strategy within the Realist paradigm used to analyse different conflicts. Karl Cordell and Stefan 
Wolff, in their book ‘Ethnic Conflict: Causes, Consequences, and Responses,’ argue for a four level 
approach; local, state, regional and global. All levels are assessed on an official and non-official 
level as well. Another well-known researcher working on conflicts is Michael Brown who also has 
a levels of analysis approach based primarily on state and regional level. Our analytical strategy will 
be a mix of the two. (Cordell, Wolff, 2009) The local (or substate) level is chosen as it is 
characterized not only as a state-official level with local elites/leaders, authorities and 
representatives of the central government playing a decisive role, but it is also characterized by 
many non-state actors and inherent structures of the given areas like rebel forces, private sector 
interest groups, and other NGOs. Wolff and Cordell explain how the local level has a specific 
dynamic which can only be considered in connection to that of the state, and argue that “The same 
holds true for conflicts that are relatively locally contained or where the stakes are of a more 
localised nature’’ (Cordell, Wolff, 2009) The state (or national) level contains almost the same 
elements as at the local level - however to Cordell and Wolff it would be unimaginable to think that 
the state would not be involved in conflicts at the national level to some extent. (Cordell, Wolff, 
2009) 
 
In the state-level part of the analysis we will be analyzing the constitution and other areas in which 
the state seems to treat Amazigh and Arab differently. This will be done in different chapters. In the 
first chapter we will look for articles (as it is called) which seem typical of recognition as defined by 
Taylor, then we will be looking at articles which seem typical of domination. After this we will look 
at other places of state action to support the claim of domination. In order to find relevant articles, 
we went through the search function (Ctrl+f)  of the viewing program, which we used, and looked 
for words such as “language”, “identity”, ‘’culture/cultural’’, “equal”, “recognition”. 
“representation”, “Algeria”, “Arab”, “Arabic”, “Amazigh” and “Imazighen”. The keywords, 
“language’’ and “identity,’’ are theory based. The rest are based on us wanting to find out the 
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relation in which these words (identities really) stand to get an understanding of the document under 
study. 
 
In the analysis as such we will put in the statements we will analyse which are relevant based on the 
search of the different words. We will present quotes to make a clear link between what is stated in 
the documents and the theories. 
 
In the third part we will assess how these two analyses can be used to argue for a relation of 
domination. An example could be Tamazight as “national language”. This might seem as the state 
recognizing the Amazigh population, however, assessed with the theory of Scott, it might just be a 
public transcript to calm down a strong hidden transcript and thereby calming resistance. The 
analysis will deal with the words, transcripts, and intentions that come across from the constitution. 
Then we will look at other areas such as school and area with specific action of the state, which 
seems to favorise the Arabs.  
 
On the local level we will assess how this relation of domination can be perceived as the 
main driving force for resistance mainly seen as associations/organisations. Here we will analyse 
the different organisations/associations and their own reasons for resisting. 
 
Narrative analysis in connection with this thesis is going to be a bit different than the typical ‘life 
story’ way one is used to. We will use elements of the sociological approach as explained by 
Denzin and Lincoln. What is highlighted here is the ‘identity work’ people engage in as they 
construct themselves and the institutions, organisation and local cultural contexts they are a part of. 
Here there is a focus on the ‘how’ and ‘what’ of the storyteller - which in our case will be the 
Algerian constitution. What this approach implies is also the influence of ‘deprivatization,’ a 
mechanism which only allows people to be formed according to their setting. (Denzin & Lincoln, 
2005) 
 
Of course narrative analysis of constitution and the like has been done before. Amongst others, 
Peter Brooks in his 1990 article "The Rhetoric of Constitutional Narratives: A Response to Elaine 
Scarry," claims that narratives is a principal way of ordering one’s world view. He argues for using 
narrative analysis to interpret on when studying constitutions as one needs to ground one’s 
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knowledge (as with the context chapter) to understand the terms on which it is written. (Brooks, 
1990)  
 
1.4.4 Scholarly foundation 
	  
In this section the central literature on the matter, on which this thesis is based, is presented. 
 
What has been central in the literature so far is the identity formation through a newly found self-
consciousness amongst the Amazigh community. Here Maddy-Weitzmann claims that this goes 
back to the post-independence era where the intellectuals from all ethnic groups were not 
represented in the collective identity shaping. He argues for an ongoing process of changing the 
collective identities in Morocco and Algeria, and that the interaction (violent or not) will be a 
determining factor for the outcome. He emphasizes that the different berber groupings do not - 
necessarily - want a state transformation, rather they would like to refresh the state with their berber 
identity, making it a berber-state relation dispute. (Maddy-Weitzmann, 2011) Linguistic 
assimilation from Tamazight to Arab due to schooling and urbanisation is also a key figure in the 
literature on this matter today. Here, Enaji, Aissati and Hoffman argue that it is not implemented in 
a manor that justifies it, and therefore it is likely to fade out. Moreover, Aissati in terms of different 
organisations or associations seems to be the primary promoter of keeping close ties to one’s 
linguistic and cultural features. He argues for the associations or different Amazigh organisations as 
the main promoters and conveyors of Berber contemporary linguistic and cultural values 
 
So far the literature deals with identity formation and what threatens it. What this thesis will build is 
this prior knowledge, but going further on looking into the threats. Arguably the threat this thesis 
will look at is the masking of domination of the Arabs by trying to make it look like the Amazigh 
population is recognised. 
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2.0 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
What theories can be used to explain the situation in Algeria? 
 
This chapter will discuss the different theories which will be used in the thesis. The first theory, the 
Imagined Community theory, will be explained as it focuses on the very foundation of ethnic 
groups. The second theory to be explained and discussed is a compiled theory of Ethnicity, which 
helps us to understand and to distinguish significant facts from the general view of ethnicity.  Then 
Taylor’s theory of Recognition will be introduced. The last theory is domination and resistance 
which focuses on the complex dynamics of the dominant elite and the subordinate group and how 
this can create resistance. The chapter is structured as follows. Firstly, the theory of imagined 
community is presented, as it is the foundational aspect of this thesis. Secondly, the concept of 
ethnicity is explained. Then comes the more hands on theories directly connected to the analysis 
which include the theories of Recognition by Taylor, and that of Domination and Resistance by 
Scott. After each theory there will be a paragraph on how it will be used and combined with other 
theories to address the data.  
 
2.1 Imagined communities 
 
Benedict Anderson focuses on nationalism in colonial and postcolonial periods, thus in this 
project we will be using this theory when looking at Algeria, which was one of the colonies of 
France. As it is already known there are multiple imagined communities, but we will operate with 
that of the Amazighs and the Arabs. To Anderson a vital part of an imagined community is that of 
language. 
 
In his book ‘Imagined Communities’, Anderson explained the historical foundation for occurrence 
of nationalism. He agreed with a Marxist theoretical framework that modernity was the stimulus of 
nation creation, but secularization and print capitalism helped the nation to emerge. Anderson 
focuses on a period in time where a lot of old colonies gained their independence. At that time, 
Anderson created the definition of the nation, as he claimed that “[…] [the nation] is an imagined 
political community – and imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign” (Anderson, 2006, 
p.6). By saying imagined here, Anderson argued that “[...] the members of even the smallest nation 
will never know most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds of 
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each lives the image of their communion” (ibid). In other words, the nation can be understood as a 
community tied by social and political relations and environment with individuals who imagine that 
community and feel as part of it. The idea of imagined communities is highly significant in a 
present –day context of how nation-states surround and rescript their identities in relation to local 
and foreign policies such as policies on immigrants and migration (ibid). Anderson distinguished 
three types of imagined nation: the nation is imagined as limited; imagined as sovereign; imagined 
as community. In the case of the nation imagined as limited, the reason lies in the fact that even the 
largest nations, which may include as many as a billion people, have flexible boundaries beyond 
which other nations exist and no nation imagines itself bordering with mankind (Anderson, 2006, 
p.7). When the nation is imagined as sovereign, it denotes a concept which was born in the same 
time as were the changes brought by the Enlightenment and Revolution, i.e. “[...] the legitimacy of 
the divinely-ordained, hierarchical dynastic realm [...]” was shattered. The nation is imagined as a 
community even when inequality and exploitation occur, since the nation is always seen as a deep 
horizontal comradeship (ibid). 
 
Anderson argued that language plays a key role in national identity and nationalism throughout 
Imagined Communities and he also claimed that language could help distribute ideas and unify 
people with imaginary links. The most important feature about languages is “[…] its capacity for 
generating imagined communities, building in effect particular solidarities (Anderson, 2006, p. 
133). Moreover, Anderson showed that language plays an important role because of its capacity to 
allow to “imagine” nation or history and “unite” individuals as well as include national educational 
systems in creating and maintaining the sense of belonging to nation. According to Anderson, 
language is understood as glue, which mixes nation together and produces group consciousness. In 
addition, a nation’s language tells its history and consequently brings back images as well as 
produces social cohesion (ibid). 
 
Furthermore, nation building is a significant element of imagined communities. Language is a vital 
part of imagined communities - as already established. Therefore it is also the fundamental building 
block of nation building, as the written language can be used to write down history. Thus the nation 
state created a language to legitimise itself. Karlsson, a theorist, argues that language has a 
government and an army - a dialect does not. In the 19th century compulsory education and mass-
media became the channels for nation building in order to reach not only the center, but also the 
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periphery. Both created to form a sense of a national collective, extending the cultural horizon, but 
also to get rid of what Karlsson refers to as provincial narrow-mindedness. Moreover, “The creation 
of national symbols and myths and rewriting of history were also part of the process of nation-
building’’. It is claimed that it is significant not to exclude important facts, which are changed with 
time, such as myth or rewriting of history. A nation can therefore be seen as an idea searching for a 
reality. In this search minorities often get forced by the majority to fit into this standardized reality 
in which previous differences are eradicated. In doing so the nation is constructed. Karlsson argues 
that “People felt that they primarily belonged to a province, a town or an empire rather than a 
national state, and they seldom protested when they were transferred from one kingdom to another”. 
Karlsson uses the theory of Eric Hobsbawn to explain how national identities are formed after 
interaction with fake national identities: “The weakness and lack of credibility of the national 
identities which were proclaimed, meant that they needed polarization in order to take root”. In this 
respect examining Algeria, it could be seen as the reason for the heavy arabization of post-colonial 
times. 
 
Moreover, Benedict Anderson argued that a nation must be a choice - not a birthmark instead of 
ethnos we need demos. The reason, Anderson claimed, is that the nation is built by the acceptance 
of the citizens within it and their faith in the political system to give and protect their rights. Thus 
one can join or leave a nation if one wishes to. Moreover, Anderson claims that “[...] the nation may 
be ethnically homogenous, but it can also consist of several different peoples”.  Anderson focuses 
on language as a building block for nation building, and the way it is furthermore a question of 
tying together an imagined community. As already established, Anderson’s theory will be used as a 
tool for understanding the two groups - Arab and Amazigh - which comprise the state of Algeria as 
the very foundation of this thesis. However, what Anderson does not explain is how to understand 
the two groups besides them being imagined communities. Moreover, this theory is significant in 
this thesis because of explaining the importance of language of the imagined communities well.  As 
much as we agree with that notion, we will explain the theoretical foundation for our understanding 
of ethnicity in the next paragraph. This is important to the present thesis as it creates a foundational 
understanding of why we treat the Arab and Amazighs as two different ethnic groups.  
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2.2 Ethnicity 
 
This theoretical paragraph will be used to explain how ethnicity is understood in this thesis. 
Four major approaches of ethnicity can be distinguished. The approaches are: “(1) ethnicity 
conceived as a primordial phenomenon, (2) ethnicity conceived as an epiphenomenon, (3) ethnicity 
conceived as a situational phenomenon, and (4) ethnicity conceived as a purely subjective 
phenomenon” (Isajiw, 1993, p. 1). 
                                                                                      
What we will adhere to in this thesis though is the last approach, the subjective approach. It 
perceives ethnicity as a social-psychological reality and perceiving of “us” and “them,” in contrast 
to regarding reality as something already given and existing “out there.” The subjectivists do not 
refuse to accept the objective aspects of ethnicity, however, they claim that ethnicity is influenced 
by the socio-psychological experience. Two factors influenced the emergence of the subjectivist 
approach on ethnicity in the past twenty years. The first one is an influential work on ethnic group 
boundaries by Fredrik Barth (1969), which made a significant impact on anthropologists as well as 
sociologists. The second reason is the development of the approach motivated by empirical studies 
of the third ethnic generation in American and Canadian sociology. Barth’s position was quite 
extreme as he excluded culture from the concept of ethnicity because he claimed it was irrelevant. 
He proposed that ethnic boundaries were psychological, thus an ethnic group is a result of group 
relations in which mutual perceptions, rather than an objectively distinct culture, establish the 
boundaries. 
 
H. Gans (1979) proposed a less radical symbolic ethnicity approach. He suggested that the concept 
of ethnicity has changed and lost its practical value. Its role became symbolic, that of identifying 
people who are acculturated and assimilated into an urban American culture and society. 
 
Constructionism is another type of subjectivist approach on ethnicity. It is connected with the post-
modernist movement in contemporary thought since as a theory it lies between Michel Foucault's 
stress on construction of the metaphor and Pierre Bourdieu's notions of practice and habitus which 
can be regarded as the basic factors shaping the structure of all social phenomena. Ethnicity is 
perceived as the result of negotiation and construction in everyday living. In this case it is 
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concerned with the demands for everyday survival, rather than geographical locations, such as food, 
clothes, sending to school and communicating with children as well as adults. (Isajiw, 1993, p. 1). 
 
All this is relevant as the foundation for our understanding of ethnicity. It is therefore not directly 
used in the analysis. However, this does not mean that it is insignificant; it is used to help to create 
the perspective or view on ethnicity and what elements of it we are analyzing. 
 
What have now been explained are the theories of Imagined Community and Ethnicity. As 
providing a number of definitions of ethnicity, these theories let us understand the main definition 
of it which will be used in this thesis. In this case the definition chosen explains it as a subjective 
approach, leaning very much on Anderson’s definition. This approach focuses mainly on ethnicity 
as social-psychological reality. Now we will proceed to explain the other two theories - Recognition 
by Taylor and Domination and Resistance by Scott, to get a good look into the main theories of the 
analysis of this thesis. 
 
2.3 Politics of recognition 
 
Here Charles Taylor’s theory of recognition will be presented. The theory is developed to 
deal with politics and touches upon societies of multiculturalism amongst other things. 
As the basis for his theory, Taylor describes the historical foundation for today’s conception 
identity as a building block for politics of recognition. This theory will be used to analyse to what 
extent the Algerian constitution is recognising the two main ethnic groups as equal. The following 
paragraphs will be a historical overview of identity making as a building block to understanding 
politics of recognition. Then we will move on to today’s recognition and why it seems important. 
 
In the recognition theory of Taylor, it is important to understand the historical overview. Thus, he 
argues that two changes have made modern humans pre-occupated with identity and recognition. 
The first change was the collapse of the hierarchical societal structure, which used to be based on 
honor. Honor refers to that of inequalities and the division of the society by class and social status. 
Then came the notion of dignity, as a more universalist thinking, which we see in today’s 
democratic societies where all are sharing it. This inherently means equal rights across cultures and 
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genders. What came along with this in the end of the 18th century was the individualised identity 
feeling, and the notion of being true/authentic to one’s own inner self and the group one felt like 
they belonged to. It was within that one was supposed to find their moral standards, and that created 
a massive subjective turn, an inwardness, within modern culture. With this came also the notion of 
each of us having a voice and something unique to say. This was a real opposite to what we saw 
under the hierarchically structured society in which identities outwardly were already fixed. 
(Taylor, 1994) 
 
Regarding politics of recognition, Taylor argues that ‘What has come about with the modern age is 
not the need for recognition, but the conditions in which attempt to be recognised can fail’ (Taylor, 
1994). Today there is a link between identity and recognition, as our identities are shaped based on 
recognition or lack thereof, or by total misrepresentation. Thereby the need for recognition is the 
main driving force behind nationalist movements, either minority or multi culturally based. The 
different attempts in getting recognised lays within the meetings and struggles we engage in, thus 
making us feel pressured to conform. Today, this has given rise to political difference as the 
demand for recognition is explicit. Taylor argues that one person is authentically original to 
themselves and so is a cultural group of people, and therefore they need to be true to themselves. 
This comes with features of language, art and gestures, as a vital element of finding out who one is 
as a person, and who the cultural group one belongs to is. The argument made by Taylor is that in 
some cases - often in multicultural and post-colonial countries as Algeria - some groups have been 
glossed over and tried to be assimilated into the culture of the majority. This seems to be conflicting 
with the notion of the modern age of equal recognition of all identities. Another string attached to 
this is the thought of non-discrimination as a part of modern-day universal dignity. However, in 
trying to be non-discriminative one might end up being just like that, creating different treatment for 
different people as seen in different minority conflicts. This is really the antithesis of the premise of 
equality. (Taylor, 1994) 
  
Taylor’s theory explains what recognition essentially stands for and thus indicates how devastating 
non-recognition might be. However, the pattern of reactions is not addressed. To do so, we will now 
introduce the theory of ‘Domination and the art of resistance’ by James Scott. 
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2.4 Domination and the art of resistance 
 
James Scott’s theory of domination and resistance is not specifically developed to analyse 
situations of ethnic tensions or conflicts. However, it deals with the complex dynamics of the 
dominant elite and the subordinate group, and how their interaction can create resistance. The main 
point of Scott’s theory is public transcript as a way of domination over the subordinate group. For 
clarification, we refer to the elite of the political landscape in Algeria when we use the term 
‘dominant group’. One could argue that the subordinate group could refer not only to the Imazighen 
population, but the entire population which lives under the regime. However, we will use the term 
‘subordinate group’ when referring to the Imazighen population. 
 
First of all, Scott has been working a bit on the relation of Amazigh vs states. He draws on Earnest 
Gellner, when arguing that the creation of the conflict is based on the social fact that some are 
subjects of state control, others are outside it, and those who are not are evading the state to some 
extent. And it is when people seem out of the state control that conflict occurs. Moreover, he draws 
on Gellner, arguing that it is not a political, but ethnic problem, as people are coded as different 
people, not as different in sense of political convictions. (Scott, 2010) 
 
Domination 
 
There are different domains of justification for domination: ideological justification for 
inequalities (public religious and political world view of the elite), material appropriation (taxes, 
labour, grains) and public mastery and subordination (defense, speech, punishment, and 
humiliation). (Scott, 1990) 
Maintaining domination by symbolizing it through demonstrations and enactments of power -to 
manifest and reinforce the hierarchical order of society and the relation - often takes place within a 
public transcript. Scott’s concept of public transcript centers around the point of the political elite 
portraying more power than it actually has. That can be done with the use of e.g. imprisonment or 
open threats; as seen shortly after the revolution of Algeria in the case of those who raised any 
questions regarding the non-officialisation of Tamazight. Scott also points to the fact that when the 
subordinate group seems impolite they also seem insubordinate to the regime. (Scott, 1990) The key 
here is the imagined power or power perception, as the elite needs to convince the subordinate 
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group that they are the rulers. If the subordinate believe in the imagined power, it will be sustained 
and help the dominator to keep his domination. Therefore the performance of mastery and power is 
staged based on the impression the subordinates have of the dominators. This relation will continue 
as long as no one challenges it and thereby it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. (Scott, 1990) 
Another element, however, is that of on and off-stage transcript. The elite might be fearful of losing 
power or appearing weak, but in order for the elite to remain in power this must never show. The 
hidden transcript here is that the subordinates also play a part in creating the dominators’ identity, 
as the subordinates themselves have a collective theater to maintain which often becomes part of 
this. (Scott, 1990) An element of the public transcript is that of concealment. This means that by 
controlling the stage the dominators can create what they want the subordinates to see, and at the 
same time hide what they do not want the subordinates to see. In some - often more extreme – 
cases, some facts may never be stated officially even if they are widely and publicly known. In this 
element of concealment, domination can be seen as a face that is staged to conceal the fact that 
there is a loss of power or a fear of loss of power. Another element of public transcript is that of 
euphemism. Scott explains euphemism as a term that describes the self-interested tailoring of 
descriptions and appearance by dominant power holders. This is linked to symbolic concessions 
which Scott sees as directly linked to political concessions. It is used to mask the domination and 
obscure the use of coercion. Scott comes up with a number of examples: 
 
Pacification: for armed attack and occupation 
Calming: for confinement by straightjacket 
Capital punishment: for state execution 
Reeducation camps: for imprisonment of political opponents 
 
What is furthermore a part of domination is monopoly. What makes monopoly so powerful is that it 
does not have to explain itself until it is contested. And meanwhile it has nothing or no one to 
answer to. Scott, therefore, proposes that one needs to answer the question to which extent the 
dominant descriptions monopolize the public transcript. (Scott, 1990) 
While the elite idealise themselves in their presentation, they often stigmatize the subordinates if 
they dare to question the official realities. Stigmatisation could involve using the names as bandits 
or criminals to frame these people. (Scott, 1990) The last element is that of unaminity. This implies 
that the most ruling groups take great measures to foster a public image of cohesion and shared 
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beliefs. This is seen in South Guarara in Algeria where the Mzabis folk music of Ahalil - after being 
recognized by UNESCO as a cultural instrument on the verge of extinction - is suddenly given a 
national festival and funds to run it. The wish to show an outward face of unaminity is based on not 
wanting the subordinates to be able to use the weakness of a perhaps internally divided elite. (Scott, 
1990) Scott explains that an effective facade of cohesion affects the subordinate group’s risk 
calculation of non-compliance. The elite’s power is further enhanced by the perception of unanimity 
when it extends beyond the dominant and subordinate groups. However, unanimity is often 
challenged when unauthorized gatherings of the subordinates are happening. This is seen as an 
implicit threat for the domination, as in itself it can be perceived as insubordination (they are doing 
something on their own). (Scott, 1990) 
 
Resistance 
 
To grasp resistance in Scott’s terms we need to link back to the concept of transcript. As 
explained, there is a public and a hidden transcript. Public transcript of domination ontologically is 
prior to the hidden, off-stage transcript which has a reflexive quality. To Scott the hidden transcript 
is clearly linked to that of the art of resistance. (Scott, 1990) 
 
We first need to understand the concept of power hegemony. This to Scott – as to Gramsci – is not 
only bound to a level of thought, but also a level of political action, meaning that the political action 
creates an understanding of the power relation one is engaging with. (Scott, 1990) 
 
For resistance to surface Scott refers to the theory of reactance. The premise of this theory is that 
there is a human desire for freedom and autonomy that when threatened by the use of force leads to 
a reaction of opposition, starting with a covert reaction by overt compliance. However, once 
surveillance withdraws the fact that it had been there, it will increase the level of reaction. As much 
as Scott agrees with this notion, he emphasizes that appropriation is the large purpose of 
domination, which entails a systematic social relation of subordination which imposes indignities. 
Furthermore, these indignities are the seedbed of anger and frustration which nurtures the hidden 
transcript, and not only that of being exposed to use of force. (Scott, 1990) 
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So resistance originates not only from material appropriation, but from personal humiliation, which 
is the main outcome of exploitation. Moreover, Scott argues that ‘domination without which no 
appropriation takes place, is particularly leaving marks on personal dignity – if not on the physical 
person’. (Scott, 1990) Thus the main element of domination is dignity, which can be both private 
and public. This creates the need for the hidden transcript. (Scott, 1990) The collective hidden 
transcripts of a subordinate group often bear the forms of negation that if they were transposed to 
the context of domination, it would represent an act of rebellion. The hidden transcript does need a 
public, even if it does not include the dominators. Here ‘public’ is considered as a social expression 
of thought, according to Scott.  (Scott, 1990) 
 
What is needed here for the subordinate group to have internal communication, is coordination and 
a social space to be able to articulate the anger and frustration, thus off-stage social spaces are vital 
for resistance. The creation of a secure site for hidden transcripts does not require any physical 
space, as long as linguistic codes, dialects, and gestures are present. These social spaces of relative 
autonomy are the subordinate group’s place to formulate patterns or thoughts of resistance. For 
these spaces to become a social property they must have an effective meaning for them, and it must 
reflect cultural meaning and distribution of power internally. (Scott, 1990) 
 
In these spaces language becomes important as the spaces are not necessarily physical. Imagined 
anger in language will necessarily impose a disciplined form to it, in which the anger will be 
verified if the group is exposed to power of the dominant group. Hidden transcripts are a social 
product and hence a result of power relations among subordinates. (Scott, 1990) An important point 
is that the social spaces in which a hidden transcript grows is in itself an achievement of resistance. 
However, hidden transcripts only exist to the extent that they are practiced, articulated, enacted and 
disseminated within these off-stage social sites. (Scott, 1990) What is crucial though is the cohesion 
of the said hidden transcript which rests not only on the homogeneity of the domination, but also 
the social cohesion of the victims as e.g. a community of fate or ethnicity. The subordinate group 
has to develop its own codes, myths, heroes* Kabyle Queen Sophia, and social standards, which 
foster a social imagery of us vs. them. The us-and-them notion also gives birth to the thought that 
someone has something which another does not want. Here we refer to how the dominant group 
tries to prevent this hidden transcript and how the subordinate group tries to defend it. (Scott, 1990) 
Measures of prevention are based on controlling as heavy patrolling, surveillance or collective 
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punishment. However, when defending the hidden transcript the members of the subordinate group 
can, according to Scott, act informally trying to foster a high degree conformity to violate the 
dominator’s norms. Moreover, language plays a key role trying to defend the hidden transcript as it 
creates social barriers or walls between the subordinate group and the dominant group. (Scott, 1990) 
 
This theory is not specifically developed to analyse situations of ethnic tensions or conflicts. 
However, it deals with the complex dynamics of the dominant elite and the subordinate group, and 
how their interaction can create resistance, which is why this theory is selected. What this theory is 
good at assessing is the relationship between a dominant and a subordinate group, and how that 
plays out. The theory will be used to address how one could argue for a hidden narrative of 
domination, and how this might have sparked resistance within the Amazigh population. 
 
2.5 Framework 
 
In this section our theoretical framework is presented to give an overview of what this thesis 
will provide with. 
 
Our analysis will be done by utilizing different theories. The theories found to help to explain the 
phenomenon under study are those of Recognition (Taylor), Domination and Resistance (Scott), 
Imagined communities (Anderson) and Ethnicity (et al.). Each of these theories explains a part of 
this conflict which the others cannot. First of all, we treat this case as a case of ethnic identity and 
not an e.g. ethnic political issues per say. Therefore, we will introduce our chosen theory on ethnic 
identity to present the view this thesis will work around from. Benedict Anderson’s theory of 
imagined communities is based on language. This theory is used to explain how language can be 
seen as the main identity point of the Imazighen population, but also for the Arab population. It is 
essential to this research as we are currently seeing the Arabs and Imazighen identifying with - or it 
seems like it - their ethnic community rather than the state-given Algerian identity. In this thesis the 
question of ethnicity will lean on that of imagined communities by Anderson, stating that ethnicity 
is a shared belief in a common ancestry, imagined community and common language. Language 
will also be a key factor in this thesis. Anderson explains how language is the main point of ethnic 
identity making and how one can identify oneself with an imagined community through it. These 
Bachelor	  Thesis	  -­‐	  2015	  
	  
Made	  by	  Mia	  Kristensen	  &	  Vilma	  Meškinytė	  	   27	  
two theories are combined to get an understanding of how ethnicity and ethnic community are 
perceived in this thesis. Now we will proceed to explain the theory of recognition by Charles 
Taylor, which will be used in the first part of the analysis which will look at to what extent the 
Algerian constitution can be said to recognise the Amazigh population. 
 
Taylor comes up with an important point directly linked to the problem statement that recognition 
in the intimate sphere happens in the meetings and struggling with others and helps us to form our 
identity. When our identity is formed, based on the us vs. them thesis, the public sphere becomes 
important as this is where politics of equal recognition play or do not play out. This becomes 
significant in our research when looking at how the Algerian state recognizes the Amazigh 
population, as recognition is the central concept. Our argument then is that recognition can actually 
be used to try and hide a relation of domination. Therefore, we will now introduce the theory of 
Dominance and the Art of Resistance as explained by James Scott. He explains how domination by 
one group - especially done by public transcripts (hidden or out) - can create resistance by the 
subgroup in various forms. James Scott’s theory of domination and resistance will be used in order 
to be able to assess, firstly, if there is a relation of domination, and, secondly, to argue how this 
creates resistance within the Amazigh group.  
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3.0 BUILDING THE ALGERIAN STATE 
 
How has the Algerian state been formed and how have the Amazigh population taken part in 
it? 
 
This chapter will look at the Algerian state formation and the different elements that have been 
reviewed and revised during the creation of the state we see today. This chapter serves as a platform 
for the analysis in which the general situation is explained, when and why different elements of the 
state have been formed as we seen them today. This is important to the rest of the analysis as it 
creates the very foundation of key knowledge. Moreover key elements from the theories will be 
used in a general manner to help hint at various points of interest for the analysis. 
 
The North African area - as well as that of the rest of Africa - has been heavily influenced by 
colonialism. One of the biggest French colonies was Algeria, a colony they managed to keep the 
rule of for 132 years. (Yezzar, 2013) Algeria like the rest of the Maghreb area is comprised of a 
population of both Arabs and Imazighen, also known as Berbers. These two main groups comprise 
the two main imagined communities in Algeria - both groups have each their language. 
 
To have better control over Algeria the French led their colony under the saying of ‘divide and 
rule’. And so they began to divide Algeria by primordial ethnic lines, in Algeria referred to as the 
Kabyle Myth. Research was set out by the French to study the two groups in order to gain leverage 
in controlling the area better. (Silverstein, 2014) The Imazighen population was seen as people who 
lived lives based on values of democracy, freedom and modesty.  It was concluded that they had 
accepted the Quran - coming with the Arabs - but not embraced it, implying that they felt little 
connection to the Arab population. Lastly the Amazigh were considered “almost Europeans” of 
nature and were therefore picked to be the agents to promote the French colonial project in Algeria. 
(Silverstein, 2014) Already in the beginning of French colonialism in Algeria the Imazighen and 
Arabs bombed heads as their colonizers ruled in favour of the Kabyle-Amazigh population. The 
Kabyle area was picked as it lay close to the Mediterranean Ocean and only 60 miles from the 
capital, Algiers. They were given the right to preserve their way of governing their villages and they 
were given schools to preserve their way of life, as they were seen as almost European in nature. 
Moreover, the Kabyle area was purposely cut off from the Arab areas and given a special economic 
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status. The same did not happen with Shawiyan (Chaouian) Amazigh population living in the Aures 
Mountains. (BWPC, 1997) Because of their location they were easily cut off from the rest of 
Algeria. 
Then in 1949-1950, as the first independence smolder began, the first Berberist Crisis of newer 
times hit Algeria. This was due to a split of ideology in the Kabyle region (inhabited by 
approximately 5 million Imazighen and thereby the largest Imazighen area in Algeria). The Kabyle-
Amazigh people wanted a more secular state and the Arab Islamic movement wanted an Arab 
Islamic state. Leaders of Imazighen-Kabyle organizations, intellectuals and historians were 
excluded from their doings or assassinated, creating mass tensions within the society and between 
the two ethnic groups. (Ilahian, 2006) What Gellner argues and in which Scott puts emphasis is that 
this rejections and conflicts are only possible as long as both parts are accepting, to some extent, the 
same wider culture and its ethics. Moreover, the element of sharing something is important, as the 
shared wish for independence. (Scott, 2010)  
 
Algeria launched its war on independence from France in November 1954, fighting another 8 years 
to get it. Finally in 1962 the French was out of Algeria, leaving behind 132 years of colonialism. 
The Algerian population - Arab and Amazigh - had united their forces to fight the French. Here the 
nation building of the new Algeria started. To Anderson, nation and the building of it has a limited 
function as an imagined community, since one may never know all fellow members. However, he 
does state that the nation can be understood as a community tied by social and political relations 
and environment with individuals who imagine that community and feel as part of it. (Anderson, 
2006.) However, post-independence policies reaffirmed Algeria’s main identity as Arab. This is 
further stated in the constitution’s article 3 ‘Arabic shall be the national and official language’. 
(Algerian Constitution, 2011) However, the Imazighen population expected for their language of 
Tamazight to be acknowledged in one way or the other, to recognize their identity and place within 
the society. This was, however, swept under the carpet and people raising any question about this 
were said to be enemies of the revolution. (Yezzar, 2013) In Scotts terms, what happens in such 
situations is that the elite idealise themselves in their presentation of their values, interests and 
actions, as well as at the same time stigmatizing others if they dare to question the official realties. 
Such stigmatisation could involve using the names as bandits or criminals to frame these people, as 
one saw them as the ‘enemies of the revolution’. (Scott, 1990) Thus, here already some level of a 
public transcript of domination by one group, the Arabs, is establishing. 
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Yezzar claims “The largely well-intentioned Arabisation policy, aimed at overturning the damage 
inflicted by more than a century of colonial cultural suppression, morphed, for some, into a 
politicised drive to entrench an absurd supremacy of one facet of Algerian identity over another.” 
(Yezzar, 2013) This led to what not only in Algeria, but in the entire Maghreb area, is called The 
Berber Question/Le Question Berbère - what to do with the Imazighen population? 
 
Though Arab seemed to prevail in post-independence Algeria, a few writers were allowed to teach 
Tamazight in Amazigh area universities from 1965. (Benrabah, 2013) However, this teaching was 
very restricted and led to what we today know as the ‘The Berber Spring’. It all started on April 20th 
1980 with several periods of unrest in especially the Kabyle region of Algeria. Arguably acts of 
resistance. The unrest followed the detention of Kabyle-Amazigh poet Mouloud Mammari who was 
supposed to teach old Kabyle poems at the Tizi-Ouzou university located in the capital city of the 
Kabyle region, Tizi-Ouzou. Mammari, however, was not only a writer, who had been highly 
achieving at the Union of Algerian Writers, he also developed grammar for written Tamazight 
(Tajerrumt) helping Tamazight become a more and more written tradition, and not just an oral one. 
(Benrabah, 2013) The detention was defended with a ‘fear of public unrest’ if Mouloud Mammari 
appeared at the university. Here Scott’s symbolic concessions which are directly linked to political 
concessions are used to mask the domination and obscure the use of coercion. Not only did this 
upset the entire crowd that had sat out to attend the event, but it created a mass hysteria in the form 
of protests and violent incidents with the Algerian Gendarmerie. Throughout the 80s the diaspora 
community in France protested on behalf of the Imazighen population back home in Algeria. 
(Yezzar, 2013) Today the event of April 20th is still seen as tangible evidence of the ‘question 
Berber’ for the Amazigh people all over Maghreb and is unofficially celebrated every year on the 
20th of April.  
 
In 1987, Ephraim and Mala Tabory tried to explain the Amazigh people’s sudden interest in 
Tamazight being recognized as a national and official language. Firstly, the use of Tamazight has 
linguistic, cultural and historical significance for the Amazigh people. This was put into a real 
perspective from the Berber Spring and on, as the unrest came shortly after an introduction to speed 
up the ‘arabization’ process in the country sat out by the Chadli government. But why not before? 
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The argument here is that as long as French was the main language Tamazight was equal to Arabic 
ranking vise.  (Tabory, Tabory, 1987) 
As a result of the violent events, because of the Tamazight language question, all bilingual 
education ended in 1985 and wasn’t taken up again untill 2008. To Anderson, Taylor and Scott, 
language is a vital part of one’s existence. To Anderson, it is about how to create and relate one’s 
community; to Taylor, it is about recognising the different language there might be and thereby 
recognising the people speaking it. To Scott, language is a tool to dominate or a tool to resist. The 
use of language can help to create different transcripts of either domination or resistance. 
 
The 1980s turned out to be a violent decade in Algeria. In 1988, a general discontent with the entire 
system led to mass protests all over Algeria. It was a discontent of the elite’s abuse of the people as 
e.g. keeping oil revenues to themselves, the lack of jobs and - often discriminated against - the one 
party system which meant that the FLN (Front Liberation Nationale) were sitting with all the 
political power and had been since the independence. The FLN amended the constitution in 1989 
opening up for a fairer and democratic election process and lead of the country, by allowing for 
more than one party to run. The changes meant that “associations of a political character” were 
permitted, but that “this right cannot be used to violate the fundamental liberties, the fundamental 
values and components of the national identity, national unity, [or] the security and integrity of the 
national territory […] Political parties cannot be founded on religious, linguistic, racial, gender, 
corporatist or regional bases.” (Tlemçani, 2008) The first alleged democratic election was to take 
place in 1991 with a national legislative election. Since the amendment of the constitution, which 
meant that parties could be formed, more than 30 parties were registered. The Front Islamique Du 
Salut (FIS) seemed to have won the election. However, it did not seem that the government - the 
FLN - was ready to deal with the defeat that democracy had led them to and on the 4th of January 
1992 the military took over, committing a so called constitutional coup d’état as it was stated that 
Islam and democracy were incompatible. (Tlemçani, 2008)  This made several groups to form, 
amongst the most known of which were “the Armed Islamic Movement (Mouvement Islamique 
Armé, MIA); the Islamic Salvation Army (Armée Islamique du Salut, AIS, the armed wing of the 
FIS); the Armed Islamic Group (Groupe Islamique Armée, GIA); and the Salafist Group for 
Preaching and Combat (Groupe Salafiste pour la Prédication et le Combat, GSPC), and violence 
because of discontent with the election ending in a coup d’état spread quickly. (Tlemçani, 2008) A 
High Council of State with members of the FLN was inserted to try to govern Algeria in the period 
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of unrest and political dispute. From 1992 to 1994 numerous attempts to negotiate with FIS had 
taken place to try to make them communicate to the more extreme wing of their party and end the 
violence, however, with no other result than escalating violence. In 1994 Algeria was still under the 
rule of the military, but an election was held - a phenomenon Andreas Schedler has called electoral 
authoritarianism. The military did not even dismiss the pluralist party structure and neither did they 
ban Islamic parties.  (Tlemçani, 2008) The High Council of State and FLN member Zéroual won 
the election.  The military still ran a significant part of the Algerian state and they were also those to 
lead negotiations with the FIS in 1997 which ended with the FIS resigning. This did not lead to 
immediate peace, but gradually the violence shrank and the Algerian state came closer and closer to 
a point of normalization. What is interesting in this period of unrest is the state’s ability to set up the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Amazighité. (UN, 1995) Allegedly it was sat up to help 
promote Amazigh culture, but one could wonder if it was to try and keep the Amazigh population 
on the government’s side, not teaming up with the Islamist groups. In 1999, the first alleged 
democratic election, since the first one was called off, was held. Abdelazziz Bouteflika became the 
president and still is today sitting his fifth round. (Tlemçani, 2008) However, as the Algerian state 
was gradually getting more stable, the question of ethnicity once again resurfaced. The lack of 
institutional and constitutional recognition had kept the ethnic unrest in Algeria coming in waves 
ever since the Berber Spring. In 2001, an incident between the Algerian Gendarmerie and a large 
group of Amazighs resulted in 126 deaths in Kabylia. This unrest forced the government - led by 
Bouteflika - to recognize Tamazight as a national language on the 8th of May 2002 amending the 
constitution. Nevertheless, stressing that it would never become an official language of Algeria. To 
Taylor, this could mean real recognition, but to Scott, it could be used to try to calm the resistance, 
however, still in an act of domination.  
 
So how has the Algerian state been formed and how have the Amazigh population taken part in it? 
From this context chapter we can draw several conclusions. Firstly, the state of Algeria post-
independence has been formed by Arabisation of the state and state apparatus. Nevertheless the 
Amazigh population has protested against this said Arabisation through time, when it seemed to 
damage or undermine the Amazigh identity and recognition. It is not with utmost certainty that one 
can argue for these protests to have been the only significant element when it came to pushing for 
language recognition, but one could claim that the threat the Amazigh population, when rioting, 
poses might have been one of the reasons and thereby also one factor that can be said to have 
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contributed to the Algerian state formation as we see it today. This will now be taken into 
consideration as we move on to the main analysis.  
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4.0 ANALYSIS  
 
This chapter is divided into different working questions to guide you through the analysis. 
First it starts out by assessing the extent to which the Algerian constitution has a narrative of equal 
recognition or domination. Then we will look at different areas in which language plays a vital part 
and in which the Algerian state seems to act against the recognition. What is interesting to consider 
is the way the domination is executed. Based on our theoretical framework, we know that it can be 
done through various channels: language, violation of rights, arbitrary arrests and so on. Then we 
will assess to what extent it is fair to argue that there is a relation of domination between the Arab 
elite and the Amazigh population. At the very end we will look at how this has created resistance 
within the Amazigh population.  
 
4.1 What elements of a narrative of recognition and/or domination of the Amazigh population 
can be found in the constitution? 
 
In this chapter we will analyse statements/articles in the Algerian constitution which 
resemble different tenets of Taylor’s theory of recognition. After this we will move on to look at 
those which resemble a relation of domination. 
 
First of all, concerning the identity of the Algerian state, it is stated that: ‘’the fundamental 
components of its identity which are its Arab-ness and Amazighité’’ (p.1 - the preamble). Here it 
becomes very explicit as to which ethnic groups the state is comprised of. Taylor argues for the 
importance of equal recognition, as recognition - politically or officially - is a part of 
acknowledging the identity of a group. Furthermore it is stated that ‘’United in the national 
movement afterwards in the breast of the National Liberation Front, the people has spilled its blood 
in order to assume its collective destiny in the liberty and recovered cultural identity and to endow 
itself with authentically popular institutions’’ (p.1 - the preamble). Here the focus is on cultural 
identity as well. The recognition of the importance of this is also a part of Taylor’s argument of 
recognition as it provides a space for identities to grow.  
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In article 8 it is stated that: ‘’The people shall establish institutions which have as their objective: 
the safeguarding and consolidation of national identity and national unity’’ (p.3). Again here 
identity is emphasised. According to Taylor, identities are both individual and collective. A 
collective identity shall be seen in connection to identifying oneself with a group as e.g. the 
Amazigh or Arab. In the case of Algeria - seen in the constitution - the national identity is both that 
of Amazigh and Arab. 
 
Statements important for the role of equality to the Algerian state can be found in multiple places in 
the constitution and here is a sample of the most significant one. ‘’Having always fought for 
freedom and democracy, the people intends, by this Constitution, to endow itself with institutions 
based on the participation of citizens in the conduct of public affairs and which realize social 
justice, equality and liberty of each and all’’ (p.1 - the preamble). What we see here is the emphasis 
on equality. According to Taylor, equality is the main element of recognition. Equality and equal 
rights - to Taylor - is important as it is an inherent part of the modern thinking about recognition 
and through this - identities.  In Article 29 we see a similar emphasis on equality as a foundation for 
the law and citizens ‘’The citizens shall be equal before the law without any discrimination on the 
basis of birth, race, gender, opinion or any other personal or social condition or 
circumstances’’(p.5). 
 
Under the topic of Amazigh and Arab various articles have been found. Firstly, the Amazigh is 
stated - as seen before - as one of the national identities of Algeria. Further it states in Article 3bis: 
‘’Tamazight is also a national language. The State shall work for its promotion and its development 
in all its linguistic varieties in use throughout the national territory’’ (p. 2). The first part 
‘’Tamazight is also a national language’’ could be seen as a statement of recognition. However, the 
latter part of the article suggests the state is trying to be non-discriminative, but by putting special 
emphasis on one group in society they are actually - to Taylor - ending up being discriminative. To 
Taylor this is essentially the antithesis of the premise of equality. 
 
Statements of importance of culture and cultural rights can also be found in the constitution. In 
Article 122 it is stated that ‘’The Parliament shall legislate on the subject matters assigned to it by 
the Constitution as well as the following fields: 21. The protection and safeguarding of the cultural 
and historic heritage’’(p.21). To Taylor, safeguarding and protecting the notion of cultural rights 
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are important implications of recognition, as we, through language, gestures and customs, are 
divided into different cultural communities. 
 
‘’Its history is a long chain of battles which have made Algeria forever a country of freedom and 
dignity’’ (preamble, p1.). What is really the key in this quote is the focus on dignity, as recognition, 
according to Taylor, is based on universal dignity and the understanding thereof. It is only through 
recognition that dignity is really shown. 
 
Furthermore in Article 27 it is stated that ‘’Algeria shall extend its solidarity to all peoples who are 
fighting for political and economic liberation, for the right of self-determination and against all 
racial discrimination.’’ (p.6) This is important for recognition as racial discrimination undermines 
the thought of equal, universal rights for all.  
 
In the following part of the analysis we will be looking at what elements of a narrative of 
domination are present in the constitution.  
 
Searching for ‘’language’’, leads one to Article 3 which states that:  “Arabic shall be the national 
and official language”, but comparing with Article 3bis, as mentioned above, Tamazight is 
accepted only as a national but not official language. One could argue - as above - that the Amazigh 
group is recognised and given special privileges to their language. However, one can assume that 
Arabic is given a special status in Algeria as opposed to Tamazight - not in that there is stated any 
given rights or privileges as with Tamazight, but in the special status to be found in the single word 
'official’. Arguing in the line of Scott's theory, this could mask a relationship of domination. The 
Algerian state wants to let the people know that Arabic is really the most important language, thus 
they are actually not really equal as they should be according to the recognition theory by Taylor. 
Furthermore, in this case we can see how Scott’s theory of domination can be used to determine 
who the subordinate group is. Language is a significant element of imagined communities, thus, 
according to Scott, it can be seen how one group dominates another. As the result in the case of 
Algeria, the Amazigh population is subordinate to the regime. 
 
While searching for “language” in the constitution one finds Article 178 that “None of the following 
shall be the object of a constitutional amendment: [...] the role of Arabic as the national and 
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official language”(p.28). This statement can be understood as no one can reject the role of Arabic in 
Algeria, and neither can its status ever be changed. Tamazight however, is not mentioned. Thus one 
could argue for Arab domination, in one of the most significant elements of identity - language.  
 
A further element of the constitution which could be said to hold elements of domination is found in 
the very preamble of the constitution: ‘’Algeria, land of Islam, integral part of the Great Maghreb 
Arab country’’ (p.1 - preamble). Seen from the theoretical view of Scott this statement reaffirms the 
‘Arabness’ of the Algerian state as particularly dominant. Furthermore, it could be perceived as a 
statement of monoply. Monoply is powerful because as long as it is not contested it does not have to 
explain itself, and therefore has nothing or no one to answer to. Relating it to the theory of imagined 
communities, it does so here by establishing Algeria as a community of the Arab, and thus not 
recognising that of the Amazigh identity. The wish to show an outward face of unanimity is based 
on not wanting the subordinates to be able to use the weakness of a perhaps internally divided elite. 
(Scott, 1990) Scott explains that an effective facade of cohesion affects the subordinate group’s risk 
calculation of non-compliance. The elite’s power is further enhanced by the perception of unanimity 
when it extends beyond the dominant and subordinate group - which it does here where the 
Algerian state outwardly is seen as sovereign. 
 
In the previous sections we have tried to make it clear where and in which way the state of Algeria 
is recognising their Amazigh population, and in which way they are more dominating. What can be 
seen from this is that cultural and linguistic recognition is given to the Amazigh people, but on 
conditions that do not add up to the standards of Taylor’s theory. We have also established that it 
seems more evident that the Algerian state is really having multiple elements of the constitution 
putting forward a narrative of domination. But why is the narrative relevant, one might ask. Here it 
is used to state the view the Algerian state has on its Amazigh population. In this part of analysis 
various signals were found. The Amazigh population seems to be recognised in some isolated areas, 
however, to Taylor this cannot be seen as recognition, if the same rights are not equally given to 
everyone. Therefore we might at this point already conclude that the narrative is, and thereby the 
Algerian state’s view, not one of recognition of the Amazigh population. However, we then need to 
find in what other areas state actions can be perceived as actions of domination to support this 
claim, which cannot only be made on the basis of a narrative analysis. 
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4.2 In what other areas of state action do we see acts of domination? 
 
In this part of the analysis we will be looking at other areas in which the state are 
dominating the Amazigh population by not allowing for Tamazight to flourish. 
 
Language has already been established as one of the areas which seem to be dominated by the Arab 
focus of the government. We will now pick up on that very notion looking at the language 
possibilities in the school system. Firstly, this is important, as Anderson points out, to the very role 
that language plays in creating communities. Moreover, to Taylor, it is a part of the very cultural 
group one defines oneself belonging to. As we already know from the context chapter, bilingual 
education of any form - Tamazight or French - was banned after the Berber Spring. No bilingual 
education existed officially, but many people from the political and military elite sent off their 
children to French private schools in the bigger cities. (Benrabah, 2013). However, already in 1995, 
during the civil war, the High Commission on Amazighténess was introduced. It was sat up to 
promote Amazigh culture and language. Firstly, one could argue that this is an act of domination, as 
it took another 7 years and several violent incidents for Tamazight to become a national language. If 
one raises questions about the timing of this event, one could point to Scott’s argument of the off-
stage transcript. Here the elite is trying to the project power they are slowly losing, and at the same 
time trying not to let it show. (Scott, 1990) The event of creating the High Office of Amazighté seen 
in this light could make sense, as it did not seem like the state was prepared to recognise Tamazight. 
 
In 2014, the High Commissioner, El Hachemi Assad, raised his concerns for the use of Tamazight 
in schools. In the article it is mentioned that “According to the official, the language being an 
optional course in schools and the lack of teachers are among the "main causes of the decline in the 
teaching of Tamazight.” (Aps, 2014) Moreover, the concern falls on the fact that it is only in 10 out 
of 48 provinces in Algeria that Tamazight is offered. Enaji supports that claim arguing already in 
1991 that the school system was directly linked to the decline of use of Tamazight (Ennaji, 1991) 
This could be seen in the light of the previous parts of our analysis; on the one hand the state is 
recognising Tamazight and the Amazigh population (on paper), but as soon as something is official 
it seems forgotten - as if it could work its own way up from there. In the light of Scott’s theory it is 
really a matter of domination as a tool to keep riots on the low; giving the Amazigh population 
rights little by little. Benrabeh argues that there seems to be a linguistic oppression based on the 
Bachelor	  Thesis	  -­‐	  2015	  
	  
Made	  by	  Mia	  Kristensen	  &	  Vilma	  Meškinytė	  	   39	  
notion that one nation has one language. (Benrabeh, 2007) What is interesting here is that if this is 
true, there is really no recognition of the Amazigh population. The state’s answer to this was to let 
one visit to a province by President Bouteflika be printed in the newspaper in Tamazight. Aissati 
points to the fact that public schooling in Arabic has caused many Amazigh to abandon Tamazight 
as a primary language. In an interview it was said, "Berber won't help you to earn your daily bread." 
(Aissati, 2001) One could argue that the predominant Arabness of public schooling is a point of 
domination in the sense that the state wants to create unanimity - an Arabness spreading to the 
Amazigh areas, and not the other way around. Moreover, as Aissati claims, it might create a 
negative image of Tamazight, as it will not help one get through life. However, the school system’s 
decline in teaching Tamazight is not the only action (or lack thereof) which could indicate a relation 
of domination. Ennaji argues that today’s decline in usage of the Tamazight language is not only 
due to the lack of official recognition and use in public schools, it goes even deeper than that. Here 
Ennaji points to the fact that Tamazight and its sub-languages do not encompass scientific and 
technical terms. (Ennaji, 1991) This is due to the historical events which did not allow for 
Tamazight to develop these terms. Here we can draw on the context chapter and argue that such an 
event could be that of the independence of Algeria, and how the state developed since. What can be 
seen here is domination which forces the use of Arab down on the Amazigh population. The key 
here is the wish to establish an Arab state by fading out the use of Tamazight to create unanimity. 
However, Ennaji also points to the higher level of urbanization as a point of domination. To this the 
International Crisis Group - who works to prevent and react in crisis prone areas - argues that 
urbanisation especially in the Kabyle-Amazigh area is due to the area being economically deprived. 
(ICG, 2003) Therefore they argue for development projects in the area to strengthen its economy, 
because as it is now the Amazighs are leaving the indigenous areas, and thereby often also abandon 
the language for more practical reasons. Iwgia argues in their 2015 report that the indegenous areas 
which are filled with natural resources are being robbed by the state. In this it lies that the state uses 
the resources as water from the Kabylie mountains, but the people in Kabylia do not get any 
compensation. This deprives the area even further in economic terms. Therefore many young 
people leave the Amazigh areas to live a life in the bigger cities where the opportunities are wider. 
However, as a result, Amazigh is abandoned for the use of Arabic and French which is used in 
everyday life and communication in the bigger cities outside the main Amazigh area of e.g. 
Kabylia. This creates a language shift which is not directly traceable back to the state itself. 
(Aissati, 2001) This could be seen as a sign of domination. As language plays a vital part in ethnic 
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identity it is justifiable to look at this first. But it is not the only way in which one ethnic group can 
be dominated. What we will look at now is recent changes of laws that indirectly target the 
Amazigh - and any other subordinate group to the state - and the rights of association. 
 
Since 2011 different and quite striking adaptations of a number of articles in the constitution have 
been targeting the associational rights of the Algerian population. Article 2 of the new law states 
that association “must not run counter to constants and national values”. One might argue that such 
a ‘nature’ refers to that of Arabness, however, it is not specified. Then in Article 30 it is stated that 
it is “forbidden for any association to receive funds from foreign embassies or NGOs”, thus 
seriously restricting the possibilities of growth and support for the Amazigh NGOs. (IWGIA, 2011) 
To Scott, this is an element of euphemism as it describes the self-interested tailoring of descriptions 
and appearance by the dominant power holders. Furthermore this is linked to symbolic concessions 
which Scott sees as directly linked to political concessions. These concessions are used to mask the 
domination and obscure the use of coercion. Another element relating to this is that of off-stage 
transcript. The elite might be fearful of losing power or appear weak, but in order for the elite to 
remain in power this must never show. In line with this it has also surfaced that random violent 
events, in which the Algerian Gendarmerie exceeds its given power, happen in the Amazigh areas. 
As have been seen in both the 1980s, and in 2000s, as the International Crisis Group points out, and 
also around election time in 2014, people feared escalating violence due to random measures. (ICG, 
2003). Moreover, as a an extent to the Algerian state’s war on terror the military is highly present in 
the Kabyle region; “This region now has the greatest concentration of armed forces in Algeria but 
also suffers from the highest levels of insecurity” (Iwgia, 2011) Surprisingly, - according to the 
same source - the region at the same time suffers from the highest level of insecurity as well. Police 
violence is also frequent, and was especially seen in the 2014 election when many non-violent 
protests, boycotts and marches took place. Another notion which can be picked up from Amazigh 
areas is a law which was made in the post independence era. This law is based on Sharia and the 
head of the family, and is called La code de la Famille (The Family Code). Drawing on this and 
Taylor’s theory of recognition, recognition also means equal rights. However, The Family Code 
was introduced and WGIA points to this law being anti-Amaizgh. This is due to - as also explained 
earlier - it contradicting the Amazigh way of life in the villages. Domination of the Arab-Islamic 
way of life extending beyond the language is evident here. It is not only the language, but also what 
comes with it that has an effect. What is meant here is that in the colonial period the French stated 
Bachelor	  Thesis	  -­‐	  2015	  
	  
Made	  by	  Mia	  Kristensen	  &	  Vilma	  Meškinytė	  	   41	  
that the Amazigh population has not taken the Quran by heart. The Quran was passed down in 
Arabic, and so therefore it makes sense to argue here that this really is linguistic domination with all 
that follows. (Iwgia, 2010)  (Smail, 2003) 
 
What can be seen from this is some of the other ways in which the Amazighs are dominated by the 
Arabs both in terms of language and association. Why these two elements are picked up is because 
of a vital role they play in gathering a community and forming an ethnic identity. In the following 
section we will look at how the first three questions of this analysis can be used to argue for a 
relation of domination. 
 
4.3 How can these analyses be used to argue for a relation of domination? 
 
In the last three sections we have been analyzing, firstly, the constitution as a place of 
recognition of the Amazigh population. Secondly, we have been doing the same but looking at 
domination instead. Thirdly, we have considered other areas which, one could argue, show a 
relation of domination of Arabs over Amazighs. The result of this is that the recognition seems to 
be used to hide domination. This is not only supported by our findings in the constitution, but also 
by the findings of scholars working within this field. An example, which is both empirically and 
theoretically justified by the use of Anderson’s imagined communities and language as a vital part 
of ethnic identity, is language in official institutions. The main language of all official institutions, 
including schools, is Arabic, whereas Tamazight is offered as an optional course in schools in 10 
out of 48 provinces. This creates a forced need for the Amazighs to learn and actively use Arabic on 
a daily basis, slowly Arabising the Amazigh areas. The more hidden agenda is seen with the new 
laws in the constitution which regards the rights of association. It is hidden in the sense that these 
laws do not only target the Amazigh population, thus it might not be regarded as something 
specifically tied to ethnic discrimination. However, as our analysis reveals there is a greater need 
for the Amazigh to associate if they wish to change the current situation in Algeria, as opposed to 
that of the Arab population. According to theory of politics and recognition, ethnic identities are 
based on recognition, thus language can be considered as a right to be recognised since it is a part of 
one's cultural identity. However, it does not seem like there is equality between the two groups.  
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It is on this very notion that we proceed to look at how this relation of domination has created 
resistance within the Amazigh population. 
 
4.4 What elements of resistance can this be said to have created within the Amazigh 
population?  
 
In this section of our analysis we will be looking at how the established relation of 
domination can be said to have created resistance within the Amazigh population. 
 
As was seen in the contextual chapter, Amazigh resistance has been present in Algeria since the 
very dawn of the Algerian state we see today. Up through the 1980s many violent protests occurred 
as the Amazigh population - especially in Kabylia - wanted to have their language, and thereby their 
identity, recognised. However, as of 2002 the President of the Republique Bouteflika and his 
government decided to grant Tamazight national status. But the resistance from the Amazigh 
population was not stopped by this action alone. To Scott, this is due to a human desire for freedom 
and autonomy because a threat by the use of force leads to a reaction of opposition. It starts off with 
a covert reaction by overt compliance. The overt compliance of the Amazigh population is actually 
to be found back in 1988. Here just at the dawn of the civil war it was quite quiet, especially in the 
Kabyle region (Maddy-Weitzmann, 2011) Building on Scott here, the argument is that once 
surveillance withdraws the fact that it had been there, it will increase the level of reaction later on. 
Putting it into context, one could argue that as soon as the eyes were off the Amazigh areas due to 
the recognition of Tamazight, it actually created more resistance than had been before. However, 
Scott points to the systematic social relation of subordination which imposes indignities as a vital 
part of this. As was seen in 2001, the deaths of more than 120 people in Amazigh areas were a 
result of encountering the state Gendarmerie. It is furthermore suggested that different measures are 
taken by the Gendarmerie randomly, creating violent incidents between them and the Amazigh 
population. (ICG, 2003) Furthermore these indignities function as a seedbed of anger and 
frustration which in return nurtures the hidden transcript - resistance. (Scott, 1990) As have been 
seen through this analysis, recognition can really mask a relation of domination, which we argue 
can create resistance within the subordinate group. 
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Another sign of resistance is found in the folk music at the heart of the Algerian Kabyles. Here Idir 
(Hamid Cheriet) is at the very front and has been so since his first album “Avava inouva” in 1976. 
He has through time helped putting together concerts and fundraising for different Amazigh causes. 
In April 2015, he held a concert to celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Berber Spring (Tafsut 
Imazighen), on which he had different comments. Firstly, when interviewed in April by …. Idir 
stated that the Tafsut Imazighen is a symbol which is celebrated not only in the Amazigh 
community in Algeria, but in Morocco, Tunisia, Libya and in the diaspora communities as well, as 
it is a symbol of something universal within the entire Amazigh population. Moreover, he adds that 
the Tafsut brought about some visibility of the Amazigh culture, which since cannot be forgotten, 
though the regimes of North Africa seem to argue that the Amazighs do not exist. The final 
comment Idir stated was that it is a serious matter, because the Amazigh population faces a reality 
in which they are not wanted. Many of these points are a part of Idir’s music and can thereby also 
be seen as a resistance; a social space in which anger and frustration is articulated. 
 
In the aftermaths of the bloody year of 2001, folk singer Ferhat Mehenni formed the MAK - 
movement pour l’autonomie de la Kabylie - a non-violent movement proposing a more federal 
thought of governance in Algeria to solve the many issues occurring in a country of multiple 
ethnicities, languages and cultures. To Scott, there is a need for the subordinate group to have 
internal communication, coordination and a social space to be able to articulate the anger and 
frustration, thus off-stage social spaces is vital for resistance. The creation of a secure site for 
hidden transcripts does not require any physical space, as long as linguistic codes, dialects, and 
gestures are present - as the use of Tamazight. Language becomes important as the spaces 
necessarily are not physical. These social spaces of relative autonomy are the subordinate group’s 
place to formulate patterns or thoughts of resistance. 
 
After several years of feeling ignored, the MAK as of 2006 (with the Déclaration de Tifrit) 
proposed a full detachment of Kabylia from Algeria. The MAK does so as they see the regime 
draining the area of jobs and education possibility as a way of creating movement of the Amazigh 
people towards the urbanized areas and in that way let them distance themselves from their heritage, 
identity and language. (MAK, 2014(1)) This has through time also been an argument of Scholars as 
Aissati and Ilihiane*. Mehenni formed a provisional government of the autonomous Kabylia in 
Paris in 2010. Bringing up Scotts point from Gellner here we can argue that this might be seen as 
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those who want to evade the given state under which they live by creating their own. Mehenni and 
his government are currently in exile as there are warrants for their arrests in Algeria. Ferhat 
Mehenni stated the grounds for his provisional government saying "Denied our existence, our 
dignity trampled, discriminated on all levels, we are deprived from our identity, our language and 
our Kabylian culture, robbed of our natural resources, we are, to date, treated such as colonial 
subjects or foreigners in Algeria’’. (Morocco News Board, 2010) Mehenni is stating here that the 
MAK is aware of the “recognition”, but they do not take it seriously, as it does not seem to really be 
implemented as a part of society and societal norms. Thus referring to the transcript of domination, 
the collective hidden transcripts of a subordinate group often bear the forms of negation that if they 
were transposed to the context of domination it would represent an act of rebellion. As we see with 
the arrest order for Mehenni. The hidden transcript does need a public, even if it does not include 
the dominators. Here ‘public’ refers to a social expression of thought, according to Scott. (Scott, 
1990) What is interesting here is really connecting this to the analysis above where the government 
has chosen to minimise the possibilities of association recently. 
 
Since the establishment of the MAK, the Chaouian made their own movement by establishing the 
MAC; Le Mouvement Autonomiste Chawi. The Mzabi Amazighs did the same establishing the 
MAM - l’Autonomie du Mzab. (Tamurt, 2014) On the 30th of August 2014 these three resistance 
groups marched through the capital of Kabylia, Tizzi Ouzou, to celebrate the history of the 
Amazigh (Tamurt, 2014) This shows a clear sign of challenging the unanimity of Algeria as the 
dominators view it. To Scott, such events happen when unauthorized gatherings of the subordinates 
take place, which is seen as an implicit threat of the domination, as it in itself is a kind of 
insubordination. (Scott, 1990) This was clearly the case as many of the delegation members were 
taken into custody and interrogated as to what and why all this was going on (Tamurt, 2014) which 
could be seen as a political consession*. Moreover, one could argue that the dominant elite 
stigmatize the subordinates if they dare to question the official realities. Stigmatisation in this sense 
could involve using the names as bandits or criminals to frame these people. (Scott, 1990) This was 
indirectly used here, as the delegation members were clearly made suspects. 
 
What is clear here is that the Amazigh population has - as can also be seen in the context chapter - 
through time protested and gathered to get equal rights both on a rhetoric and practical level. Lately 
during the election in 2014 many gathered especially in Kabylia to peacefully protest against the 
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regime and the election, in which they had intentions to boycott. (Iwgia, 2015) What Scott says 
about such things is again based on Gellner. What is essential to note in these protests is that they 
are not necessarily against the given culture, but in some cases protests based on rejection of the 
given government and not the wider culture per se. However, Scott then argues in his Domination 
and the Art of Resistance, for the important point that social spaces such as these movements within 
which a hidden transcript grows is in itself an achievement of resistance. Of course it is important to 
state that these organisations or movements are not the only ones to create resistance, and thus they 
do not represent the entire Amazigh population. (Ilahiane, 2006) However, to Scott, it is crucial that 
there is cohesion of the said hidden transcript, which rests on the homogeneity of the domination 
and the social cohesion of the victims as e.g. a community of fate or ethnicity. The subordinate 
group has to develop its own codes, myths, heroes* Kabyle Queen Sophia, and social standards, 
which foster a social imagery of us vs. them. It is arguably not only movements such as these that 
are important, but also the daily lives of people in the area and how they foster these thoughts. So 
even if it is difficult to argue with utmost certainty that these movements represent the entire 
Amazigh community, we have seen through time returning of protests not sat out by these 
movements, but occurring as a general discontent within the Amazigh inhabited areas. However, it 
is clear that the movements are resisting in such a manner that gets their messages across and in a 
way which seems to frighten the state. Here the notion of us-and-them again plays a vital role. The 
us-and-them notion nurtures the thought that someone has something which another does not want 
which refers to how the dominant group tries to prevent this hidden transcript and how the 
subordinate group tries to defend it. (Scott, 1990) Measures of prevention are based on controlling 
as heavy patrolling, surveillance or collective punishment. Language is a key role trying to defend 
the hidden transcript as it creates social barriers or walls between the subordinate group and the 
dominant group. (Scott, 1990) 
 
In short, the entire analysis shows that at first glance it seems a though there is recognition of the 
Amazigh population. However, looking further on one can argue for a hidden transcript of 
domination, as various articles of the constitution point to Arab supremacy. It is the only language 
of official status, and it is the only language whose status cannot be subject to amendment. Going 
beyond the textual level of the constitution it is clear in various ways that recognition is really only 
for show. Within the school system it is only in 10 out of 48 provinces in Algeria that Tamazight is 
offered as an optional and not a mandatory subject. Random violence does as well play a role in the 
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Amazigh Arab encounter. Furthermore, it is argued that urbanisation and ‘draining’ of Amazigh 
areas, due to bad economy are key features which minimise the use of that specific language, as the 
daily, practical language in bigger cities is Arabic or French. Nevertheless it seems that the 
Amazigh community is well aware of this and is arguing for a bilingual lifestyle, as they know Arab 
will be needed to survive and get a job in Algeria. This combined creates what Scott calls 
resistance, which seems evident in the Amazigh community through especially the MAK, MAC and 
MAM. However, we are aware that these movements do not represent the entire Amazigh 
population, but they seem to pose a threat to the Arabisation and the dominant elite. 
 
Now we will proceed to a discussion of our findings, before making the final conclusion of the 
analysis. 
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5.0 DISCUSSION  
 
In this chapter we are going to discuss our design, our theories and our analysis. We are 
going to address how the theories were used and which other theories might have been used instead 
or in addition. Furthermore, we will discuss our analytical strategy and the narratives and the 
implications these have had for the analysis. Moreover, this chapter will look at other North African 
states in which the Amazigh population has been granted recognition. 
 
First of all, our analysis was based on different levels, as suggested by Cordell and Wolff. The 
levels of analysis gave us the opportunity to first of all argue that there are various levels to this 
conflict, as well as it helped providing a structure to where domination and resistance occur. We 
focused on the state and local level as Cordell and Wolff argue for the importance these levels have 
in stage of conflict. 
 
Then within the different levels we were applying different theories. But before getting to this we 
were clearly defining our view on ethnicity. Anderson’s theory and our compiled theory of ethnicity 
was not that actively used in the analysis. Arguably that was due to us wanting these theories to act 
as the foundational understanding of ethnicity set out in this thesis. Anderson’s theory also 
established the important link between ethnicity and language, and therefore functioned as the main 
foundation from where we with the other theories should search for recognition and domination and 
certainly also resistance. Then we chose to use Taylor and Scott actively in the analysis, in which 
we first were searching for narratives in the constitution which could resemble a narrative of 
recognition of the Amazigh population. Taylor’s theory of recognition was used to state that it is 
possible to at first glance have it look like recognition, so that we could move beyond this. 
Moreover, it was important to show that the Amazigh population - though not yet equal to the Arab 
population - still is recognised in some way. This was important for the analysis because it enabled 
us to look at the reasons behind it and thereby to argue that the recognition disguises a relation of 
domination. Then we moved on to looking at how this domination - not only in the constitution, but 
also in other areas of state action - can be seen as having created resistance within the Amazigh 
population. What was really the key here is a wish to go beyond the textual level not only to support 
what we found within the textual level, but also to create an overall better view of the situation, 
which is not just on paper. 
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There are multiple ways of resisting, and not just that of associating via movements. However, the 
arguments for looking at the movements are embedded in our theoretical framework. Scott argues 
that there is a need for the subordinate group to have internal communication, coordination and a 
social space, when wanting to articulate the anger and frustration caused by domination. In this 
context different movements become important as one of the main areas in which coordination can 
take place. Of course political parties could be used here, but one might argue that they are not in 
the same sense able to react, as they are bound to the gestures and actions of the political system. 
Moreover, the movements can be seen as social spaces of relative autonomy and the subordinate 
group’s place to formulate patterns or thoughts of resistance, which political parties do not do. 
Another important point linked to the movements is their representativeness. As Ilahiane argued, it 
is difficult to assess this, as the Amazigh group within itself is quite fragmented and so the 
representativity is questioned as we cannot argue that the movements are representative of the entire 
Amazigh population. However, what we can argue is that these groups resist in a manner in which 
they seem to be significant in size, as the Algerian state seem to be using a lot of attention, time and 
effort to diminish the movement’s work in Algeria by the use of police forces and changing 
assembly articles. The data connected to this is from the different movements, and it is of course 
biased. However, this is also the reason why we chose to include scholarly work to support their 
claims. What is interesting is Gellner’s point which Scott brings forward; namely that we need to 
accept the premise that all of this can only happen because there is a group of people, here the 
Amazigh, who rejects the government in seat, but at the same time to some extent are accepting the 
wider, here Algerian, culture. 
 
Regarding the aspect of having different or additional theories in this thesis, marginalization theory 
was considered as it could have been used to further explain the Amazigh’s position in the Algerian 
society. Marginalization theory considers how a specific group is excluded from various rights, 
opportunities and resources which can normally be enjoyed by members of another group. 
 
When it comes to the analysis itself, different elements have to be addressed. Firstly, our theories 
deal very much with that of the imaginary, language and perceptions of belonging, and we therefore 
argued for the use of interpretivism and hermeneutics as stated by Weber. This implies recognition 
Bachelor	  Thesis	  -­‐	  2015	  
	  
Made	  by	  Mia	  Kristensen	  &	  Vilma	  Meškinytė	  	   49	  
of the position of the writer which has also been the reason for dividing the analysis into distinct 
themes, because it then enables us to look at the actions based on either Amazigh or Arab views. 
 
The constitution is arguably not the only place in which recognition and domination can be seen or 
analysed. However, as the constitution is the very foundation of the state it is used here to show the 
underlying domination of Arabic in Algeria. One of the strengths of using the constitution is its 
official and foundational status. Moreover, it could be considered a strength as we are looking not 
only at recognition but also at domination. This lets us show how the government does or does not 
recognise the Amazigh. Furthermore, the bias of Arabness works in favour of the analysis, as it 
shows the intent on which the constitution is founded. Here we are looking at the narratives of the 
constitution as an ‘identity work’ in which people construct themselves and the institutions, 
organisation and local cultural contexts they are a part of. Evidently, the Algerian constitution is 
trying to construct an Arab-Algerian identity, not only by downplaying the Amazigh identity, but 
by directly emphasizing the Arab one. What this has brought to the analysis is an underlying 
understanding of the direction that the Algerian state is heading - arguably not in the direction of 
Amazighténess. This is also underlined in the chapter “Building the Algerian state” in which it is 
clear that the terms on which it was written was primarily Arab. 
 
Nevertheless this was of course not enough to establish Arab domination and therefore we moved 
on to look at different areas in which elements from our theories were present. As seen from our 
theoretical framework language is a key in this and therefore we need to pick up on language as a 
point of discussion. This builds primarily on Ennaji’s point of the development of Tamazight which 
was stopped before the encounter with modern technology and science. Today this has resulted in 
Tamazight not being used in various areas of science and technology. This point could arguably be 
said to lead to a logical choice of Arab within public schools and different higher educational 
institutions. However, one could argue - in connection to Mammari’s development of Tamazight 
grammar - that a development of terms or lending terms from either Arabic or French would be an 
option which could help to include Tamazight in the education system. This, however, also shows 
some of the internal challenges that the standardised Tamazight has. However, as Tamazight is the 
standardised version of the various Berber dialects, one could argue that such a development is 
further an option which seems possible. 
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Morocco is one of the countries where this has been possible to some extent. In Morocco, 
Tamazight have been an official and national language as of 2011 and is today taught in schools, 
thereby supporting the claim that the development of Tamazight in the fields of science and 
technology is possible. Moreover, one could look at post-Gadaffi Libya as a case in which partial 
recognition has happened. Today the Amazigh population has been given 4* seats in the 
constitutional assembly in which they have refused to participate. The Amazigh argument here is in 
line with Taylor’s that one cannot have one group recognised and boxed at the same time. Putting it 
into context, if equality is the purpose of post-Gadaffi Libya, it needs to be based on equal 
opportunities and recognition. Therefore the given seats are not a decision which encourages equal 
recognition. 
 
Equal recognition is, to Taylor, the basis of a weak functioning society, therefore, we also need to 
address the complexity of the Algerian society as to the size of the Amazigh population. This 
population group makes up 20-25% of the entire Algerian population. One could argue that the size 
of the Amazigh population might be an argument for them not being officially recognised due to the 
measures it takes to implement Tamazight in institutions, documents and so forth. However, Taylor 
does not distinguish between the sizes of populations as a measure for recognition. 
 
This chapter has discussed our use of theory and the strengths and weaknesses of applying them the 
way we have, and our analytical strategy. Moreover, this chapter has been looking at other countries 
briefly to give examples of how recognition (to some extent) has been made possible. We will now 
proceed to our conclusion. 
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6.0 CONCLUSION 
 
In this chapter we will conclude on our research question “How is the Algerian state 
masking a relation of domination of the Arab over the Amazigh, and how can this be said to have 
created resistance within the Amazigh population?” To do so we will reflect on the problem area, 
the analysis and the discussion. 
  
What is evident is that there have been multiple disputes between the Arab and the Amazigh 
population in Algeria. It was evident just around the independence, before and after, up through the 
80s and until now, only partly paused by the civil war in the 1990s. In other countries of North 
Africa this has not been the case and that is the reason for assessing the following: “How is the 
Algerian state masking a relation of domination of the Arab over the Amazigh, and how can this be 
said to have created resistance within the Amazigh population?” 
The theories used in this project helped us to reach these conclusions. First of all, the theory of 
imagined communities by Anderson was discussed and explained to help make clear the foundation 
of our understanding of ethnicities and explain how these communities exist in Algeria. With this 
theory we found out that imagined communities are really the basis of ethnicities. These 
communities are based on having common aspect within the community as, for instance, language, 
customs or even territory and history. Moreover, language was a key figure in establishing 
nationalism and national identity. Therefore we chose to look at various elements which we found 
of importance based on the theories of ethnicity with language and actions either grounded in or 
revolving around them. 
In this project it first of all meant that we would look at narratives of the Algerian constitution to 
see if it was one of recognition or domination. Studying the narratives of the constitution has led us 
to various points of conclusion. Regarding our findings, the Algerian state seems to mask a relation 
of domination by a narrative of recognition. Masking is used in the constitution where it to some 
extent seems like the Amazigh population is recognized. Tamazight is recognized as a national 
language, and in the preamble it is said that the Algerian state is founded on its Arab and 
Amazighté-ness. Moreover, historical and cultural equality is given importance. However, a closer 
look reveals multiple elements of domination and non-recognition. It shows that the state is not 
equally recognising the different ethnicities, though it is stated in the preamble that the Algerian 
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state is founded both on its Arab and Amazighténess. However, from the analysis it was clear that 
the Algerian state choose one ethnicity – Arabic - over another. Recognition by Taylor was used 
because of having explanatory power in assessing recognition of the Amazigh population, and help 
portray the many ways in which the Algerian state fails to recognize their Amazigh population. And 
so we moved on to look at elements of domination in the constitution. Firstly, it was found in 
constitution where it is mentioned that Algeria is an Arab state and Arabic as the only official 
language whose status can never be changed. The fact that Tamazight is not an official language, 
but a national one is also a sign of domination. Here the narratives play a vital role and so do the 
interpretivist viewpoint. The predominant Arab narrative in the constitution is founded back in the 
independence era in which the Arab elite was seeking to establish an Arab-Islamic state. Having in 
consideration the theory of domination and resistance by Scott, we can argue and explain how the 
Algerian state is masking recognition showing domination over a particular ethnicity. We found 
domination in various areas such as masking regarding the language policies in schools, draining 
the areas and making new laws on association. To further support this claim we looked at other 
areas of language in which state action seems to hinder the development of use of Tamazight. 
Firstly, Tamazight is only offered as an optional course in 10 out of 48 provinces in 2014, even 
though the High Commission for Amazighté was set up in 1995 to help implement Amazigh culture 
and language throughout Algeria. Here a relation of domination is masked by giving titles and 
agendas which in return are never followed up. Then there was further evidence of ‘draining’ of the 
Amazigh areas due to bad economy. Here the element of domination lays in the consequences it has 
for the people who live there, since people are forced to move to be able to feed their families. To 
this the International Crisis Group demanded more jobs and a better economy within the areas to 
prevent the occurrence of violent conflicts. Moreover, domination was found to be masked within 
the new laws of association. These limitations are not directly against the Amazigh population, but 
do reduce their possibilities of resisting significantly. 
As a result of this domination we have found evidence of resistance which contain different 
elements. Firstly, this was seen in the formation of the MAK in 2001 with Ferhat Mehenni arguing 
for the misrepresentation of the Amazigh people and their limited rights and possibilities to use 
their language. Even though we cannot assess to what extent these movements represent the entire 
Amazigh population in Algeria, we can say that it seems like the regime fears them. Not only is it 
based on the fact that during the march in 2014 delegates from the movements were hold back for 
questioning, but also on the new laws of association which put huge pressure on movements. 
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Moreover, we found elements of resistance within folk music of the Amazigh population in which 
frustration and anger have been present since the establishment of the Algerian state we see today. 
 
Putting it into perspective with the state formation of post-independence, it does not, however, 
come as a shock that the Amazigh population in one way or another is resisting. 
 
In conclusion, the Algerian state is masking a relation of domination of the Arab over the Amazigh 
via the immediate recognition of the Amazigh population. However, looking at state actions it 
reveals multiple elements of domination. This can be said to have created resistance within the 
Amazigh population seen in folk music, establishment of different movements, protests and the 
continuation of using the Tamazight language. 
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